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CHAFTER XV.

The Palnce with his

B con army moved swiftly southward in
Battle array and Sir
eruited his
dred membars

baglish and leading Bis mas:
wn steed by |
Fremeh and Spanish | upwerthy as

her and thithe?  hoart's blosd 1t = rve her
surgesd wp the

of horsemen and
wwilionm [ ohild. AN eur n

ut pertion of the camp. with sereams
irn and all the w14 tymult
sound snldie-

the Scoteh knight
and Sir Rich.

w every Rand

sald $ir Nige Ndered mon and plunging horses

v rwenty archers Spoee

had been sent « morning, and

help of God

King of Spain was encamped spome

hath sald w irce puseibie

| Alleyne, and 1!
that this Spo st king, with his three-
[ wonte thomsand en. could hald you apart,

that | wounld see you
vt go te my danghter
with werds «f loie | have ever mad that
r hrave lance i wed her: and, by my
sl Blrdeson if el spare you, 1 think

their ruggsd faces, whil

~nrang frem

i Bir Bimon Rur- twe sniriee.

we majy make
pow Rnow wh

e ond of our Jour- | all «
roe

im Feltom, |

shing farwarde

rae Bow the

srmmed, With his
Lawk purched

e lsoked aboyt
’

preserte the

the misture of racvs. ad the fading
rore all n faver of the

tlloping ewver the

w strapped b
g - the prives was

dashed anide
sloping away
on elther s de eried 8ir Miver
crage rising
round them

but Hordie John seiped himm by hate e B . his

e bt the frightencd b 88 be came frmn

Hivk Simon vmred the great

and sipre 1!

we may hang
te hurl him

Bring the man
s not the Nrsi
that we have el
it s Twn Mege

Nigel impatiently ail Feltos. ring

aveents dro

'711 stamare. and cwrtes this

sald the Spanis? l
i

aAnsw ervel Sir Hordie Johin

darikatay |

= hands of the eten sl perils
King is ot the tent of the brave 1 Gowesr-
lin, where Be Will sup te

s cabaliere of Arogon

ashed the Spaniard

his red head and
gringed In high delight when the
=.wu[,.‘- 4

upn themn, but
the guide dropped wpon his knees and
thanked Hemver

some Ereat Sarho I e
for ts mercices
found them
* their moraing call
As he speke he scrambled down one
of the marrow
over & low ridge at the further end
valley with a
the contre of

for my ran-
if It be but a It
dress of blue
and a red one for Joan, with
jasture land,
% grindstone
, With stalls for the o«
six Enllons of boer (or Lue
thirsty weather.™

" sald Sir Nigel,
All thase Lhings may be had for mon-
om Iriege, that
housand crowns s not tew mach for
so renowned 5 knight”

“It shall be duiy padd him.~”

“For some dass we must keep you
crave bave aiso

as and 8 bull tos,

"erted Bir Nigel. Ge baek te yeur
b greeting frs  Sir
Nigel Loving of Tujyrham Castle, telling
hise that | had Bopesd 1o make his letier
scvpuaintanee
have disorderesd hie
my cagerness to know so famed and cour.
teestins A Anight
Mmust cover man}

venture to light Bre or to hasen girth,

CHAFTER XNVL

beak merning In the b
Suning of March, ssd the mist was drifr.
in dense relling
passes of the Cantalriss moantaine,
Company had passesd the night In & shed
Heve and there, i
deuse hase which surreanded them,

strvam purling down
and a very thick growth

throush the dense brushwood, they

GUpon g Mehw

harder and their bLreath :!- lvague eTe we can

hearts bhent and | think,

come Toster
% them lay a broad plain,
winding streams and
sretohing away te

eovered with and 1 must

use your shi«id through the

of Burgos bristlied
the lght Hue morning
thin vast meadow there lay & great clty
of tente— thousands upon thousands of
srewta and squares
Hhe 2 well-ordered town, High silken !

returned to you
Suards, Ayiward, with arrew
siring. At elther end of the pass.
it may happen thal some olbor cava-
liers may visit

but 1t shall

Prow .
er J?dl&w marked where the great Al day the | band of Eaglish-
Ieeds and barens of Leon and Castile men lay in the sheitered gorge, look-
displayed their standards. while over ing dewn Wpeh the vast host of their
could  anconscious enemies
reaeh, the waving of ancienta, pasoas, sunk bebhind a clowd-bank in the west
Bash of bafore Sir Nigel at last gave word that
the men should resume their arms and

have their horses ready. He had him-

“the white reefs, as

pensils, and banderoles
goid and glow of colors, proclaimed

the chivairy of Iberia were

huge palace of red and white

with the reyal arms of Castile waving

announced that the
Heary lay there in the midst

of bis warriors

English adveniurers peeping

Bir William.” said be, “it i» my opin-
lon to attempt & small Cood. 2and | ask
you ther«fore that you will lead
the came  For me. 1 will
ride Into their camp whikh my squire ard
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what Ia thar vag rronase

“Fou wi'l see anon and Indesd it
but a triffines matter
i) gowme Wwith we and Yead a
e hae Selan,
archers wha relte =ith us

;

J

i

i
|
i
f
i

Y will have

:
|

:
l

l;i
i
it
i
1
-J
A
7

i
-
gl
|
H
i
i

i
i
i
ot
i
il
i
I3

i

it

{
{

U " — -

. be wilh IM..N b el
.d“:‘nn thee W lus buiy Sevpuig.

“ s e priesi,
Lady Loving hath asbed S ctuiien

—— ail  thal vviowree L
o Tw whive the Seciman ol

. u se bad il s,
Minstead, For whew ) i ol Sutisws,
et BRLM ey
teal ey sew
Wav Woul

o set dows I wriling Wwhat
deaih of thy B o

evil man gathered aivnd
Hietus, aud masiciives
Jafe culiee 19 sach 8 levw
ol seativred the bikg & LW
galnst theis, 1eh wing furia

s Wwoods, they lakl =eet W Uy vasin,
- - us In and sl

ard agalest us, Wik sl pumlnrs £

od for twe daps e o0 f

avie 2 marvel v = Vot the bady bor-
wg beld the placr ¥ iy, and wa
wound day the =v w was shain |
Jds oWER R, as e taink wo that we |
wete dellvered five lovit  bawds;

e oy " \mwrlm

aily to the ludiy 4 "

:-"b-t.r:;l |: ‘ 1o pass. The Lady
loving and the lady Mawle, thy fair

daughter, are n ool health. May all

the wabite proes o theel

My falr lord will Alleyne, with
|ﬂanl on bis w. e etained cherks,
So many | love your daughter, 'he Lady Maunde; and,

“Hy St Paul’ Edriesen,'" sald
knigh? caldly, o hing his eyebrows,
i Bigh Su this matter. Our bleod
very ol

“And mine als s very ol answered

the

" And the Latly Mande Is our single |
d lands center upon

her

“Alss' that | »'e i say It, but 1 alee
lam wow the v Fdriesm. ™'
“And why bove | not heard this from

and them hurs! oo A-laughing. *‘Py St | Appear to be two very woethy and detes

swme | you have use! n
“Nay. my . sy net s for |
AP hoow Bot whether sour deaghter loves
e, and there (s o pledge hetween us '’
Sir Nigel pevdored for a few moments,
Paul”" sald he. *! know net why 1 _MM|nnlr gentiemen

1{mix I the potter: for 1 have ever found | When | have soen any poople who seemed
y of s great a heart and so high of enter.
te bk to her wn afalrs. Sinee first  Prise. We have our horses, Sir Willlam
she oould star v her Mitle fuot, she hath  *hall be not rolieve them of any vow which
cver heen alde ' get that for which she
raved: apd If «'¢ set her heart on thee, |
o e, 1 d» not 'hh.!"-"‘"' and 1o uree Bt down the shogw
while Sir Nigel followed not three spear' s

that the Lol

Yot this | will sy
a full kalght o

that yon w It yourself well,

'enough of sl triffivs. for we have
work bgfors . I It will b tine to

spwak of 14 ter mhen wWe wme

white eliffs ¢ gland once more, Go to

wir Willian I pray you, and

Wi te ewine bither, for It in thne that
we were man ling There s no pass st
the farther «od of the valley, and it Is

perilous place <bould an enemy come upon
us. '

Alleyng &' vl his message. and then
wanderted forth from the camp, for his
mind wae al! | . whirl with this un-
capected news I with his talk with

Rir Nigel. Sirving upes 8 nowk, with his
bhurning brow resting apen his hands,
thought of his bwother, of thelr quarred,
of the Ladsy Mande In her bodrageied rid-
of the gray old castle, of the
prowd pale face in the armory. and of th
[gwt M words with which she had spud
im el his way Then he was bt
ennbivss, penk taoed lad, anknown
was himeelf Seman
of Minstend. the head of an o stanh
the lord of an estate whivh, If redduced
froum its formmer size was i ample
demit= of his family. Farther
e had bevoime 1 man of experionce

€A es,

infriended Nowm he

wuntedd Lrave mmeng  me had wen

extersn and oonBSdence of her father,
shove all, has been listened to by Wim
when e told Wi the soret of his lve
Ax W the gaining f knighthoes?, In such
stirring thes 1 w88 ne great matter
a brave mpuire of gentle Lirth to sspire
tha! honee He would legave bis hones
s g these Spanish ravines. of he woald
do sme deed which would eall the oo

of wen upem  him

Alleyne was otil]l sented an the reck, hie

griefs and bis Juws deifting swiftly

anp

suiftly hitherwands. ™'
The Company stosd peering Intoe
dense fog wreath,

hugle

It b= & Spanish call, my falr lond,”" sald

ack Slmen

“My my falth, said Sir Nigel, smiliog,
we Ay premise Them soane sport ofe |
they sound the mort sver us. Bt there |

« a Bll n the center of the porge
whivh we might make our stand. "

. ol jageed
fwntbder strewn, While It fell away Seblnd
in a shewy NF of & hundred feet or more.
Ciem the summmit was a3 small, wmeves
with 3 streteh servss of & bhun-
paces, and & depth of half as mach

phutean,

dred
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amvg  them. W hat
wed whivh waves
the enaign
asmeivd b ellun,
A e v
I omarks the Ruighls of Bakimge and
I swe by the buancr thal the giakd uas
rides 8l Lot et

“Rlel are night,
them. There s much Spauish blasoury

s this pulava

e huighls ol

van alss wev

vl BauW ke s Wl jeur vee o L L
ey wWiw hatvw

mpdiisl prisvier looked with esul
L wdve Wi dee duep did suiTiod ranss

] i e vvesii g .

“By Saint James'" he i,
for [this day, ye fall by no wean hands for | Casamnian vailoy 8 sound sl as

prajse te 1o all the saints, and | der the tmuner of Dwa Tello,
of Asturias,
dova, Galicla and Seville and the knltghts | 00

of Prasee and Aragon. If sen will take

such termus as you have given e’

s many hrave men, were drawn together
| am I would give my | and se ltthe deed of arus come of it
they  advance

yon
As he spoke the twe wings of the Span
consisting of the Kulghts
Calatrava on the one sbde and of Santisge
ot The oiher | came swooping swiftly down
the valley, while the maln bedy followed
wore siowly behind. The vanguard bhaltedd of thewn, the ebival rushed to
A g bow-shet from the hill, and with | the attack, ndhade o A
waving spears and vaunting shouts ehal-
| lenged their enemies to come forth, whik
two cavaliers, pricking forward frem the
you before, A\l In seoth, | Ihink | glittering ranks, walked their borses slow- |
= the two armys with
hraced and lanves I rest ke the

“erid Sir Nigel, with

Mande vas very well able

have upon their senls?’
Felten's reply

course, rocky

of their spoel,
Spaniards thw as
whesn Feolton
found himeelf opgpesmed was a tall stripling
with a stag's head upen his shield,
fir Nigel's man was broad and squat, with
sl a pink sand white
helmet, The frst
with soch o o

plain stewl harness,
torse bhound reand his
strack  Felton
force as to split It from shle te skde, har
Willlam's lance ergshed throngh
threat, and he fell, screaming hearsely
Carvied sway Ly the heat and
madness of fght,
hst chargel str

had suuk from

Was testie other Sctastian CGowmen,

od in the forefront of the latile and
Ingowl plevvs o nwk. hurted ey
strong artus of the lommen, orasho
burtied ambd  their rauks. Slowiy
gave back down the hill, the archers
banging wpon thelr skirts, with
Mter of writhing and twisted fign:
mark the rourse which they had k

Santiage. who had woen fanwe

Aol Bleandy

that thelr spears shivered up to the very
hotses  reared
nutll 1 sevtned that they must crash down

herseti nship
and then piocking out their
wiher like two
lusty smuiths Lamowring upen their anvil
chargers span roand ench others,

howled and whizaed and virvied In gleames
dazziing light
followed s swiftly

pind ke the shadow of clouds apen
sunlit meadow, when of a sedden
senme conscdous of a low, deep sound
which came boaming up to him  threagh
the fog. He sheouted an alarm te the

upon each others that

last coming thigh te thigh, they cast theilr
| vach other and rolled off
thelr anddies te the ground. The hoavier
It s & great bady of borse, ' said Sir | Spaniard threw bimsell spen bis cneny
William Felton, “snd they are riding very 50 pinniag bim down beaeath hio raised
his sword to slay M, while 2

the Wiamph roge froam the ranks of his count-
Bat the faial Mow pever foll
profound that the dripping of the water | *ven as his arm quivered before  desornd.
from the recks snd the hreathing of the
horses grew loud upen the ear. Swuddenly | Sifculng bimsedfl, rolled heavily over upomn
from out the sen of mist came the sound
of 0 welgh, followed by a bng bast of s | armpit and froas the <t of his vinor
| Nigel sprang to his feet with bis bhoody

dagger In his left hand and gased Jdoun
upem his  adversgry
sudden stab in
Spamiard had cyprosed by

WIns  Praind

smist a sllence s
the Spanidard gove

alth the Vel goshing frem hie

raising Lhis srm.

Hiwhmsan  beo et

for the hill, at the very instant that a yell
“1 marked it yester night,” said Pelton, |of e from 3 thoosand voloes and the

“and me better spet could be found for vlang of 3 score of bugles auneunced the
wir purpese, for It 18 very steep 8t the | Spanish  onset

8 CHAPFTER XV

But the islanders were ready and eager
their sleeves rolled bach

yellow bow.staves in thelr loft hands, and
| thelr quivers sinng to the front, they had
walted In the four-dewp harrow formatbon
whivh gave streagth
yot permitted svery man to deaw his arrow
freely without haru ‘e thoee in front.

On swept the Spankands, ever the bevel
and wp e the shopw,

to thelr array,

vre they met e

|

Iwwn went the whele renbks n a8 whind
of mad confusion, barses plunging
kicking, ‘wwildered nes  falling.
[stnggering ou or back, while ever pew |
| Hnen of horsemen came spurring  through
[the gaps and urged thelr chargers up the
Al arvund him, Aleyne could
hear the stern, shart onders of the master.
the alr was fBled with |
wanging of the sirings and the |

of the Will there had ‘MO they are already forming te
wall of struggling horses this debate with ss. Form up the
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g wp WIE v o . '. n
AJinand  wus W Gua

W s Mo s el

LT

S Ly

S, LS iy g ilg oo Sl i

Al CliaNg Lt MWs s el ) L..-.
rusl WPve s Might we Mol even goo
diabt® @ Iviivel!

My sul vl relreat e wy

[P

wide . e et b - v
Mgl ahvawy

i, abd Bere 40 L LR Sivve ‘t

slrvagih W N & s, -
Al W sy suveiod Bir wie

(BIOWIRE M8 mav Biuu W lbe Si 4
cailviing M agam ) Lue [
le Jour avms, we . '
v ‘ o Sir Niged
Bhout whlle Jou ey wud Ly VL wW
aid det us lve W owe  cageiue
Lol Bpivee v (e Lol W L

M,

Cigged
.
vl Buaid I e Jarts  owlere

, B Wy
with 1he | oo, wutlll e » Ivalis Whnw .‘.‘
e,

alid L eons Bae ovu Drvees ,,)“ '

TN

S vd Wt s wadl taw ey
3 i‘n

| many retarning  springs. l..' and full

ail strong 1 (eusdered dowa (he s e
the Beroe mittiecall ol @ WRITHY race IL;'
sl slviln welevine 1o whe se olnull‘ »
Wilh thetn i that workdeld Sy ™8 .-:: m
the stake is Jdeath. Teree it swelied fury

and thriee |t uk
the Ly ok 118 & S, worth sl over verberaring sestiy o Trege e

St faces, the Company rose P sneng the
storm of stones. and looked dows WP the

thousands who sped  swiftly W the slope

sgnlust them. Horse and spear bad been

st aside, but en foot, with sword and bat.
He-ane, thelr broad shielde siung In front

And now arose 8 strogele s foll. o TS

'S evenly sustained, that even now  the

memory of It is handed down amongst the
Calabrian mountalnecrs, and the (H-omen-
ol knoll is o1l pointed out by fathers to

| thedr chlldren as the ““Altura de los Ingle

son, " where the men from scross the o
fought the great fght with the knights
of the sonth. The st arrow was yulekly
shot, nor conld the slingers harl  their
slones, s close were friend and fiwe.  From
shde 10 gide stretehnd the thin line of the
English, MHahtly arsed snd  guic-k-footed
while against |t stormesd and raged the
pressing thrng of fery Spaninrds and of
gallant Brtogs The clink of  rromging
sword-blades, the dull thaddting of beasy
lows, the panting and gasping of weary
and wonnded men, all rose togeiher iy
v Wik, lengddrawn note, whivh swelled
upwards te the vars of the wondering
prasants Whe leoked down from the wdg
of the cliffs upon the swaying turmell of
the battle heneath them ack sad o
ward reeled  the lewpard baneer, pow
lwrne up the slape by the rush sl
welght of the onslaught, now i
downwards again ss Sir Nigel, Burics
and Black Simon, with their vetersn me
at-arms, Bung themselves madly nte 1
Allesne, at his lord's right han!
found blmsclf swept! hitier and thither

the desperate struggle, ey hanghng svaygs
thrusts oue instant with a Spanish -

Her, and the nest torn away by the whirl

of twwn and dashed up agninst wvupe pew
antagonist. To the right Sir Oliver, A

ward, Hordle John, and the lowmen

the Company fought furlensiy agolisst 1

monkish Kolghts of Santiage. whe wor
bedd up the Wil by their prior  a great.cde

chested]l man, whoe wore 8 brown menas
halit aver his salt of mall Threw st .

e slew n three glant strokes, bt ~

itMiver fung his arws roand him. and
Mo, siagaering and straining. revied

wards and fell, hwked 6 eah o .

grusp, over the wlge of the stevp
which flauked the RIL  In vale his &
stormed and raved agaiuet the th
which mareed their path: the sm

Aviward and the great ase of Jobn oi»

Al the same Instant the Welsh N NP

the left, led om by the Scatelh

charged out from suwag the rec.
sheltered thetn, and by the fury

outfall had driven the Spaniards |

of them in headiong fight down 1L

In the contre only things seetued
g 1 with the defenders. Plack =i
wasdown dying, as he weald wish to
dieed, Hke & grim old wolf In Ms lalr wi'h
a ring of his shaln sround Mm  Twiee s
Nigel had ‘wen overborne, and twhe A
lesne bad fought over him until he hat
siaggereedl to his foel ance mere. Burles
Iy senseloss, stunned by & Mow foom 2
mave, and half of the men-at-arms oy
Hitered upon the ground sreund Y, Sir

Nigel s shivhd was hrolien, his erest shorn,

bis armer cut and smashed, and the viser
torn from his helmet . yot be sprang Miher
snd  thither with lght fost and  reads

lesne silll fought by kis shle, stemming
with & handful of mea the flerer thie
which surged up agsinst them. Yot I

 woukd hasve fared W with them hod net

the archers from slther side closed in upon
the fauks of the attackers, and prossed
them vary siowly and fout by foot dewn
the lag siepe, wntil they were on The
plaln once more, where their fellows were
wiready milying for & fresh assauit,

Bat tervibde indecd was the cont 8t
which the lust had been repelied. (O the
three hundred and seventy wen whe hadd
heldl the crest, one bundred and seventy-
fwe were left standing, many of whem
were wsotely wounded and weak from loss
of  Besl, Sir Oliver Buttesthorn, Sir
Ihhard Couston, Sir Simen Buorley, Risek
Shawen, Johuston, a bhandeed sad A0ty

ond arvhers, and forty seven men-at-arms had

fallen, while the pltiless ball of stones
was alrendy whissing and piping ence were
alwat  thelr cars, threatening every in-
stant te further redoce their sumbern

Bir Nigel looked about him ot his shat-
fored ranks, and his face Sushed with »

and sl dber o

pride
“Hy St Paul!" e evied, 'l have fought

It s weught, " answered his —jiilre,

| stamehing  the bosd which dripped from

8 swerdeut scross bis  forehead.

"These gentlomen of Spain seem to be
courtesas and people. | mw
rontinue
Ioow e 0y
[twe deep lnstend of four. Ry my faith’
-.mhlto—-('~m
fmong ws. Ariward, you are & trusty sl
dier, for all that your shoubder has never
felt arvolade, sor your heels wers the
goid spurs. 1w you take of the
right: | will hold the conter, you, my
Loed of Anguwe. the Jefr.”’
“Me! for Sir Samkin Aylward!" eried
A reugh velte among the archers, snd
rear of langhter groeted thelr wew lender
By my Rt said the ol bowman, ‘1
never thonght to lead & wing In & strieh-
on feld.  Stand close, camarades, for, by
ihese BRger-lones’ we the man
this duy.” - -
“Come hither, Allegne,” mil Sir Nigel,
walking lack 1o the odge of the N
Which formed the rear of their position.
“And you, Nerbury,' he continued, heek-
oning o the squire of Sir Oliver, ““do vou
u:\:-b-n." -
fwe squires burried seross 10 him,
::..M;'n—ll-&.mm
rorky ravine which o bosdred and
mmmmm—.w
“The prince must hear of how things
are with os.” sl the Ralght. *“Aneth.
o onfall we may withatand, hut they are
many and we are fow. s that the time
must come when we an ne lenger form
Hee nevess the ML Yot If help were
hronght os we might hold the crest untll §t
tomes. Ree yonder horses which steay
smong the rorks beneath ¥’
:twh—-wuh‘"
And wee Londer path which winds stong
~l'--a-~.--n¢~




